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Design Statement

What is architecture?Everyonehastheir own answerfor this. I feel that architectureis somethingbeyondart
that one inhabitsnot only physicallybut emotionally. Everyonehastheir own styleandpersonaltouch. I have
a traditionalistapproachwith someexcitingandunusualaspects. I havea tendencyto usemultiple versionsof
proportioningsystemsincludingthe goldensection,Palladio'sproportionsfor room heightsand the modular
man. I like whenthingsareunderstandablewhenone looksat them,not to makeonefeeluncomfortable.

Architectureis beyonddesigning. It is about problemsolving. Architectshaveto work thoughpuzzlesandfind
solutionsfor problemsthat occurin the world of designing. I work best throughprocess. Findingbetter ideas
than the one I had before. If one thingŘƻŜǎƴΩǘwork, put it asideand find a solution that doeswork. People
haveto lovewhat they do.5ƻƴΩǘjust settle. I founda lovein architecture.
I havealwaysbeen a big fan of art. I havetaken art classesall throughout school. It wasalwaysmy favorite
class. I was that kid that askedfor paint for Christmaswhen most kids wanted video games. I playedwith
LincolnLogs,buildingblocksandmyŎƻǳǎƛƴΩǎLegobricks. Oneof my favorite childhoodmemorieswasplaying
with buildingblockswith my dadon the livingroom floor.

I am the creative one in my family. I have been drawing my whole life. There are other ways to express
creativity though. I started color guard in sixth grade. I did marchingband (includingparadeand field band)
and winter guarduntil senioryear. I spunflag and sabrefor yearsand joined the rifle line aswell in twelfth
gradefor winter guard. I lovedperforming,the teamworkandthe senseof family. I wasthe sectionleadermy
junior and senioryears. I joined theatre in seventhgradedoingάwŜǘǳǊƴof the GlassSlipper.έTherewasno
playproductionin eighthgradeat my schoolsoI joinedagainin ninth grade. I did the musicaleveryspringand
oneplay in the fall. Thisincludesά²ƘŜƴin wƻƳŜΣέάCƭŀǇǇŜǊΣέάIŜŀǾŜƴHelpthe tƻΩ¢ŀǘŜǊǎΣέά/ƻǇŀŎŀōŀƴŀέand
άCƻƻǘƭƻƻǎŜέI continuedthis in collegedoingthe productionof άhƪƭŀƘƻƳŀέand thenά¸ƻǳ/ŀƴΩǘTakeit With
¸ƻǳέfor my secondyear.

I found Architecturewhenwe hadto do a shadowingexperiencein eleventhgrade. I wasput into a groupthat
visited a local architecture firm in Rome,NY. I learned what they did and how they worked. I found it
fascinating. I talked to my art teacherabout it after. Sheencouragedme to go into architecture. I got a lot of
mixed reactionslike ά!ǊŜyou sureyou are smart enoughfor ǘƘŀǘΚέandά¢Ƙŀǘis a great job choice. Youwill
makea lot of money.έIt isnot a matter of money; it isabout fulfilling a dreamandgoingfor what I reallywant
in life. Tohavea job that makesme happywhereI get to designandbecreativewhile still beinglogical.
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Theobjectiveis to designa placeof
seclusionfor one person. It is to be
a quiet placefor the observationof
the innerself,or a sacredplace.

There are three defined spaces;
entry, reflection/ meditation/
observationspace,anda spacewith
a functiondefinedby the designer.

Five equally spaced horizontal
members that are 8Ω-0έabovethe
groundare to hold sheetsof plastic
definingthe spaces. Theplasticis to
behungwith clipsandstring.

The elementsto be included are 5
lights of the ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎchoice, a
16έdiameter {ƻƴƻǘǳōŜϰ6 feet
long,and2 framedimages.

Room Play

3D Process Investigations
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Spiral Justification and Sketches
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Secluded space for self at the 
center of the spiral.



Townhouse
Interior
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The objective is to
designan interesting,
well conceived and
spatially satisfying
townhouse for
cohabitation of two
verydifferent people.

The two characters
are to be living
together in a way
that emphasizeseach
other individually
and giving privacy
while still bringing
together.



An Inside Look
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Pennyis a 23 yearold actresswho hasodd
jobs as a waitressand bartender. Shegoes
on auditions during the day and out with
her friendsat night. Whensheis home,she
is rehearsinglines or watching movies on
her home theatre system. SheŘƻŜǎƴΩǘcare
aboutneatnessandisa slob.

Shegot the top floor to separateher from
Sheldon. Shehasa radialplanbecauseshe
isscatteredandunorganized.

Sheldon is a 25 year old computer
programmer who works at home
without distraction. Heenjoysphysical
activity and going to the gym. He is
well organizedin everythinghedoes.

He got the bottom floor with a linear
planto emphasizehisorganizationand
personality.
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Process of Plans



Palladio's Proportions
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The heights of the rooms were
determined by the Palladian
Proportioning system for wall to
floor ratio. The height is equal to
the width.
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Cube and Construct

Threeplanesin the X, Yand Z axisthat are from 1έto 8έand madeof 3/16έ
foam core. Eachplane is to be orthogonal to the others and self supporting.
Thoseplanesare to be enclosedin an 8έsquarecube. Thecubeis to act asa
containerfor the orthogonalplanes. Theyare to work together to showspaces
and a hierarchy. Portals are to be cut out that make senseand are not
cartoonish.

I went with a gothic style castle themed cube with a tower construct. The
hierarchyis theάŦƛǊǎǘŦƭƻƻǊέthat isattachedto the tower. Thesecondaryspaces
aretheάōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘέandtheάǊƻƻŦέTheportalsaregothicarches.

Theproject naturally leanstowards modernism,but I did not give in to those
waysandthoughtάƻǳǘǎƛŘŜthe box.έ
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Drawings



Structures and Volumes

Usingvertical and horizontal structural members,we were to explore the
ordering,definition andexpressionof a seriesof spatialvolumes. Horizontal
and vertical structural memberstogether defined the spatialvolumes. You
must understandthe relationshipbetweenshape/form andvolume. A grid
of nine 1ѹέsquaresmakinga grid with 1/8έbalsamakingshapesto create
volumes in layers. Various amounts of various sized circles, squares,
trianglesandrectanglesthat weregivenmadeup the layers.
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http://www.thechesspiece.co.uk/chessboards/23SFlatEdgeChessBoardM600.jpg
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Axonometric Layers

Axonometric Sticks

Layers in Plan
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Cubist Painting 
Analysis

The objective is to produce a three-
dimensional spatial analysis of a two-
dimensionalcomposition. A cubist painting
was selectedand analyzed. The layerswere
pulled apart and 3-dimensionalforms were
found in the 2-dimensionalpainting. Then
the layerswere pulled apart and then made
3-dimensional. The final result is different
volumes creating an interpretation of the
cubistpainting.

My painting is ά[ŜEffort aƻŘŜǊƴŜέby
LeCorbusierpaintedin 1922.

GridAxonometricSketch


